
















TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 

WORK SESSION ITEM 

DATE: October 11, 2016 

FROM: Matthew J. Hotelling, P.E., PTOE, Traffic Engineer 

ITEM: Discussion and Feedback Item for the possible modifications to the Flower Mound policy 
on establishing 25 mph speed limits on residential streets. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  During the 79th Texas Legislative Session, House Bill 87 (HB 87), 
Attachment 1, was signed into law.  This new law provided the authority for altering speed limits on 
residential streets.  HB 87 had the following requirements to allow the speed limit to be altered: 

• Not officially designated or marked road on the state highway system
• Street must be less than 35 feet in width
• Parking is allowed on both sides of the street
• Speed limit cannot be set less than 25 mph
• Governing body must determine that the prima facie speed limit is unreasonable or

unsafe

During the December 4, 2006, Town Council meeting, a resolution establishing a policy for implementation 
of 25 mph speed limits on certain streets was approved.  Under the policy, a street must: 

• Meet HB 87
• Not be classified as a Collector or Arterial on the Master Thoroughfare Plan
• Contain a section within one-quarter (1/4) mile of a school or within one-quarter (1/4)

mile of a major street construction project

The current policy, Attachment 2, was taken before the Town Council for review and approved on June 7, 
2010.  This action provided for an exception process to the 1/4 mile boundaries.  To further define this 
exception process as requested by the Transportation Commission, an affirmative support of 67% for a 
request to change the speed limit in the exception areas was defined. 

In November of 2014, the Transportation Commission (TRC) reviewed this policy.  The video from that 
meeting can be viewed at: http://flowermoundtx.swagit.com/play/11112014-707 item F2.  The feedback of 
the TRC was to leave the policy as it is currently written. 

Alternatives or Options: 

The following paragraphs are options that staff would like for the Transportation Commission to consider as 
part of this work session.  However, the following items cannot be altered based on state law:  speed limit 
cannot be change on official state highways; street width of 35 feet or less; parking restrictions; speed limit 
less than 25 mph.  Therefore, the only portion that can be altered is the definition unreasonable and 
unsafe. 

Alternative 1.  Do nothing 

The first alternative is to leave the existing policy as written.  The existing policy was written with the goal of 
addressing the concerns associated with traffic near schools and to also address construction-related cut-
through traffic.  With the increase in pedestrian activity within 1/4 mile of schools and the added vehicular 
traffic associated around the school and the adjacent neighborhoods, the lowering of the speed limit in 
these areas was considered a buffer to the already established school zones, while the construction zone 
buffer was an alternative to other methods that have been employed in the past to discourage the use of 
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