
                                                          
                                                           

PROCEDURE FOR MEASURING 
      WINDING STAIRS 
 
 

(1). Measure the straight run of the stairs. This measurement must be a minimum of (10) ten 
inches. 
 
(2). Take half of the straight run measurement and mark it on the winding stair in                
two locations. Draw a straight line across the winder. 
 
(3). Measure the narrow side of the winder. This measurement must be a minimum of (6) six 
inches. Half this measurement on the short side and draw a mark. 
 
(4). Start from the mark in step (3) three and measure out (12) inches to intersection with line in 
step (2) two. 
 
(5). Using the intersection of the two lines in step (4) four as a reference point, measure parallel 
with the narrow side of the winder. This line must be within 3/8 of an inch of the straight run. The 
correct winding stair should be cut along the dotted line.   
 
(6). The handrail must be continuous and located on the side where the tread is narrower. 
 
NOTES: 
Example assumes a 12” run. 
Numbers listed on the 
Illustration correspond with 
the numbers above. 
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